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dawdle out of curiosity are told to: "Get going! This is none of your
goddamned business. Now scram before I run you in too!"

About twelve thousand major felonies were committed in the city
last year. Many of these crimes were solved and the criminals
brought to justice by the efficiency of the New York police force.

Crime is more prevalent in New York than in other American
cities, and is also more evident. The lawless gangsters of the 'twenties
and early 'thirties are gone: the gangster of to-day operates more
subtly, and rarely indulges in "gun play" or street battles. Robberies
are executed with more
finesse than they were in
the days of fast cars and
machine-guns. Gambling
constitutes a large source
of income for the present-
day racketeer; he no longer
gets revenue from "pro-
tection", and since whisky
is legally sold, he operates
"dope" rings, or indulges
in "black market" activi-
ties, which are lucrative even in the post-war period. Prevalent in
New York recently, among the petty criminals, is "mugging",
whereby the victim is attacked in hall-ways on dark streets, robbed
of his money, or beaten to death. The alertness of the police has
curtailed these brutal robberies considerably, and "police scout-
cars" conscientiously patrol the metropolitan area at night.

Thousands of ambulance calls are received at a room at Police
Headquarters in one day. They include calls to release tree'd cats
and persons from stalled elevators, revolving doors and turnstiles.
A vast number of radio-equipped police-cars are directed from the
police centres. The patrolman earns sixty dollars, or twelve pounds,
a week as recompense for his war with law-breakers, and Ms motto,
sometimes leading Him into errors, is "Take no chances".

The public's code regarding crime is: "Don't get mixed up in it"
This leads to behaviour many an Englishman would consider dis-
creditable, such as hurrying away should one happen on a hold-up
or gang fight No matter how acute his civic sense may be in other
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